
UTAH HEALTH CARE SOLUTIONS
POLICY CONFERENCE 

January 15,  2025,  8 :00 am - 1 :00 pm

Cleone Peterson Eccles Alumni House

155 South Central  Campus Drive
Salt  Lake City,  UT 84112



8:00 am

9:00 am

10:00 am

11:00 am

12:00 pm

Check-In and Breakfast

Keynote:  Jennifer Strohecker,  State Medicaid Director

Legislat ive Panel

Health-Related Social  Needs Panel

Conclusion and Networking Lunch

Utah Health Policy Project (UHPP)  is  a
nonpart isan,  nonprof i t  organizat ion advancing
sustainable health care solut ions for underserved
Utahns through better access,  educat ion,  and
publ ic pol icy.  Since 2006,  UHPP has worked hard
to develop solut ions to create a health system that
provides better access to higher qual i ty health
care at  a lower cost .  UHPP pr ides i tself  on being
an open resource for the publ ic ,  community
leaders,  the media,  businesses,  health care
providers,  and pol icymakers .

Take Care Utah (TCU)  is  a program of UHPP that
helps Utahns access health insurance coverage
and navigate the health care system. TCU aims to
reduce barr iers to health access through hands-on
appl icat ion assistance and advocacy.  The TCU
team offers direct services free of charge to assist
with Medicaid/CHIP appl icat ions,  Marketplace
support ,  case advocacy,  community educat ion,
and more.

AGENDA



UHPP 2025 ANNUAL
CONFERENCE SPONSORS



UTAH HEALTH POLICY PROJECT

Matt Slonaker  has been the Executive Director of  UHPP
since 2013.  He attended the University of  Montana,
where he pursued his passion for pol icy and government .
Matt  also completed a law degree,  where he sol idif ied
his interest in pol icy reform. After complet ing law
school ,  Matt  jo ined Montana Gov.  Br ian Schweitzer 's
budget team, assuming the role of  economist  and tax
pol icy analyst .  Matt  relocated to Washington,  D.C. ,  where
he served as a nonprof i t  pol icy adviser and outreach
coordinator for  Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max
Baucus.  Matt  later moved to New York City to work at
Care for the Homeless.  His role involved coordinat ing a
coal i t ion of  healthcare providers focused on serving the
homeless populat ion amidst s ignif icant changes to state
Medicaid pol icy.  Matt 's  commitment to improving
healthcare extended to Utah,  where he played a pivotal
role as a founding organizer of  the successful
Proposit ion 3 campaign to expand Medicaid.  With his
dedicated team and community partners,  he cont inues to
work t i relessly to develop innovat ive strategies that
strengthen Utah's healthcare system. Matt  has a second
job meeting the demands of his two l i t t le gir ls  who seem
to have an endless appetite for  his attent ion.  He doesn’t
mind.



KEYNOTE

Jennifer Strohecker |  Integrated Healthcare Division
Director and State Medicaid Director,  Utah
Department of Health and Human Services

Jennifer Strohecker ,  PharmD, has served as the
Director of  the Divis ion of  Integrated Healthcare and
State Medicaid Director s ince 2022.  She has worked for
the Medicaid agency s ince 2018,  and has served in
several  posit ions including the State Pharmacy Director .  

S ince becoming Medicaid Director ,  she has overseen a
complete system implementat ion of  a modernized
Medicaid claims bi l l ing system, navigated Medicaid
unwinding act iv i t ies for  Utahns enrolled in Medicaid,
and implemented the f i rst  value based performance
program with accountable care organizat ions.  Jennifer
is  passionate about improving healthcare del ivery and
the qual i ty of  care for Medicaid members.  

Keynote Speaker sponsored by Molina Healthcare.



LEGISLATIVE PANEL

Moderator

As the 2025 Utah Legislat ive Session begins on
January 21st ,  lawmakers wil l  address many important
health pol icy issues facing Utahns.  Potent ial  topics
that may be addressed during this session include
Medicaid funding,  healthcare cost/affordabil i ty ,
publ ic health,  mental  and behavioral  health,  medical
debt,  vaccinat ions,  and water f luor idat ion.  This panel
is  an opportunity for  legislators from both the House
and the Senate to discuss their  health pol icy pr ior i t ies
for the session and other potent ial  legislat ive work
that needs to be done to improve healthcare access
and affordabil i ty in the state of  Utah.  Panel sponsored
by Intermountain Healthcare and Select Health.

Jim Dunnigan |  Representative -  Utah Distr ict  36

Representat ive Dunnigan has served in the Utah State
Legislature s ince 2003.  He currently serves on the Cr iminal
Just ice Appropriat ions Subcommittee and the House Business
and Labor Committee.  He has previously served on the
Taylorsvi l le City Counci l .  Rep.  Dunnigan has a degree in
Business Management from the University of  Utah and works
as an insurance agency owner.



LEGISLATIVE PANEL

Luz Escamilla |  Senator -  Utah Distr ict  10

Senator Escamil la began her service in the Utah Legislature in
January 2009.  She currently serves as the Senate Minority
Leader and is  on several  committees including the Executive
Appropriat ions Committee and Senate Health and Human
Services Committee.  Sen.  Escamil la received her degree in
Business Market ing from the University of  Utah as well  as an
MPA. She works professionally as a banker and business
consultant .

Raymond Ward |  Representative -  Utah Distr ict  19

Representat ive Ward was elected to serve Distr ict  19 in 2014,
representing both Bountiful  and West Bountiful .  In addit ion,  he
is a family physician in pr ivate pract ice serving older pat ients
and adults struggl ing with addict ion issues.  Throughout his
service,  he has advocated for the disabled,  water conservat ion
of the Great Salt  Lake,  housing affordabil i ty ,  and support ing
pregnant women struggl ing with addict ion and other r isk
factors .  



LEGISLATIVE PANEL

Jen Plumb |  Senator -  Utah Distr ict  9

Dr.  Plumb is a Utah nat ive,  born in Salt  Lake City .  She attended
UCLA for her undergraduate training and went on to obtain her
Master of  Publ ic Health and MD degrees at  the University of
Utah.  After that ,  she went off  to complete her medical
residency training in Pediatr ics at  Ri leys Chi ldren's
Hospital/Indiana University and her Pediatr ic Emergency
Medicine here at  Pr imary Chi ldren's Hospital .  In addit ion to
seeing pat ients in the pediatr ic ER,  Dr .  Plumb is very act ive in
our community as an advocate for issues surrounding
substance use,  abuse,  and prevention.  Dr .  Plumb is also a
proud mother to an amazing transgender daughter and an
advocate for our transgender youth and community members.

Steve El iason |  Representative -  Utah Distr ict  43

Representat ive Steve El iason has served in the Utah State
Legislature s ince January 1 ,  2011 .  He serves on the House
Health and Human Services Committee and Utah Behavioral
Health Legislat ive Pol icy Committee.  He has passed several
bi l ls  relat ing to suicide prevention and addressing mental
health challenges.  He has a bachelor ’s  and master ’s  degree
from the University of  Utah and works for the University of
Utah Hospital  as a senior director .



HEALTH-RELATED SOCIAL NEEDS
PANEL

Moderator

RyLee Curtis  |  Community Engagement Director,  U of U
Health

RyLee has years of  experience working with health pol icy and
conducting community outreach.  She worked with Medicaid
pol icy for many years before shift ing to community
engagement efforts .  As the Director of  Community
Engagement at  the University of  Utah,  she leads University
Hospital ’s  Healthcare Anchor Inst i tut ion work to address social
determinants of  health .  She received a master ’s  in Publ ic
Pol icy from the University of  Utah.  

Health-related social  needs (HRSN) are the social  and
economic condit ions that affect an individual ’s  abi l i ty to
maintain their  health and well-being.  Utahns who
experience unstable housing,  food insecurity ,  dif f icult ies
accessing care ( including oral  health care) ,  or  recidiv ism
are at  an increased r isk for  var ious negative health
outcomes.  A vital  step in maintaining health is  adequate
healthcare coverage.  Many low-income Utahns forgo
necessary medical  treatments and medicat ions to afford
other basic needs,  such as food and rent .  Meanwhile,
others may be sacr i f ic ing important basic needs to pay
hefty medical  bi l ls .  This panel includes experts from
behavioral  and mental  health,  oral  health,  and food
insecurity to discuss ways to improve access to care for
al l  Utahns.  Panel sponsored by U of U Health Plans.



HEALTH-RELATED SOCIAL NEEDS PANEL

Tim Whalen |  Director of  Behavioral  Health Services,  Salt
Lake County

Tim Whalen has an extensive background in serving the
behavioral  needs of Salt  Lake County residents and has
worked for Salt  Lake County s ince 1997.  He has advanced
programs including community mental  health cr is is  services,
provided oversight to Salt  Lake County’s contract provider
network which del iver mental  health services to those under
Medicaid,  and served as a voice for vulnerable populat ions
throughout his career .   

Kevin Curtis  |  Crisis  Services Director at  Huntsman Mental
Health Institute

Kevin Curt is ,  LCSW, has worked in the mental  health f ield for
19 years in cl in ical  and administrat ive capacit ies .  He is
passionate about creat ing eff ic ient ,  evidence-based,  and
human-centered access to mental  health care for al l  in cr is is .
He is  the operat ional  administrator for  the Huntsman Mental
Health Inst i tute Cr is is  Care Center ,  opening March 2025 in
South Salt  Lake.



James Bekker,  DMD |  University of  Utah School of  Dentistry

Dr.  James Bekker,  DMD is a Pediatr ic Dentist  with many years
of pediatr ic pr ivate pract ice in both urban and rural  sett ings,
having pract iced in Salt  Lake City in an urban sett ing and in
Carbon County,  Utah in a rural  sett ing.  He has served in
several  important leadership roles in the University of  Utah
School of  Dentistry (UUSOD) s ince i ts  or igin,  including the
Associate Dean of Cl in ical  Affairs ,  which included the in i t ial
planning and development for  the UUSOD in 2013.  Dr .  Bekker
is  now serving as Associate Dean for Professional ,  Community,
and Strategic Relat ions with direct oversight for  the UUSOD
Associated Provider network for Medicaid.

HEALTH-RELATED SOCIAL NEEDS PANEL

Gina Cornia |  Executive Director,  Utahns Against Hunger

Since 2001,  Gina has served as the Director of  Utahns Against
Hunger .  She was introduced to the work of  this organizat ion
while she was volunteering with them at the Bennion Center
through the University of  Utah.  Previously,  she worked with
welfare pol icy at  Utah Issues for f ive years .  She has worked
with state and federal  elected off ic ials on issues of  hunger
and poverty for  15 years .  



HEALTH CARE SOLUTION MAKER
AWARD

Patrick J .  Fleming  has worked in human services for over
35 years in a var iety of  capacit ies including program
management,  direct services,  business management,  and
pol icy development.   He has worked at  the federal  level ,
state level ,  the county level ,  and for pr ivate nonprof i t
agencies including the Center for  Family Development here
in Salt  Lake City and a rural  Head Start  Program in
Michigan.  For the past 25 years,  Fleming has worked almost
exclusively in the f ield of  behavioral  health disorders
treatment and prevention.   He served as the director of  the
Salt  Lake County Divis ion of  Behavioral  Health Services
unti l  h is  ret i rement in January 2015.  Fleming has also
served in several  professional  organizat ions at  the nat ional
level ,  most recently as the President of  the National
Associat ion of  County Behavioral  Health and Disabi l i ty
Directors which is  the behavioral  health aff i l iate of  NACo.   
He served as the board chair  of  the Utah Health Pol icy
Project for  three years and as chair  of  the Utah Substance
Use and Mental  Health Services Advisory Counci l .

Utah Health Pol icy Project thanks Pat for  al l  of  his  contr ibut ions to
its mission and to the community .



Utah Health Policy Project

2369 West Orton Circle,  Suite 20
West Valley City,  UT 84119

act ion@healthpol icyproject .org


